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WITH ASIAN INSPIRATION AND LOTS

OF LOCAL TATENT, AN ISLAND OF

SERENITY IS SHAPED

CONVERGENCE O| ralcnr created rhe
Asian-inspired house on Whrclbey Island
owned by Danicllc and Norm Bodjne. An
artist .rnd rFrilcd malri.r, rLli lg cxecuti\r.
respectively, the Bodines moved to the West
ftotn a t old Irr*n(lr-,nrnr-J sr)le lr',ure in
Michrgar. the!.boughf rheir Whidbey prop
ertl on impr.rlse aficr spving a "For Sale"
sign on a carnpjlrg tlip at ncarby El)ev's
Landing. A rna.'csfic scrrlng for.making a
Japanese Sarden enticed Norm; a separate
studio for u'orkjng on hcr fllter arts swayed
Daniellc Both nere beguiled by the wcst-fac
lng vielv of salt walcr and moLlntalnsJ and
the chance to cnjoy long rwilights and sun-
sets l hey recruiled \ /hidbey architect lodd

Continued on paqe 55 >
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Japanese post-ond-beam construction unifies the long, hori-
zontal house. To the right of the dining room is the kttchen;
just beyond is the living room. The red-walled study can be

closed off from Lhe rest of the main floor with pocket doors.

It takes a team
NoRM AND DANIELLE BoDINE'S horrre reflects their tastes
while showcasing the variety of talents they assernbled to
help them get the job done. Here are some clues as to how
such harrnonious creativity was achieved:

ARCFIITECT ToDD SoLI: "Norm was inspired by the book
"The Japanese House: Archjtecture arrd lnteriors" hY

Murata and Black, and u'e all refen'ed back to it."

INTEzuOR DESIGNER pAMELA PEARCE: "My main contr"ibrrtion
is prob:lbiv the caLm feeling that the house has through
srilltle material relationsht'ps, stain and pailrt colors, and
the integration of architectural naterials."

IIANIELLE BODINE: "Pam chose;lll thc neutr:rl wall colors
for ihe art-; wdd always had rvhitc before."

LOCAI EXPERTS: Whiclbey Island artisans who worked on
the house includc furnitur"e builder Dennis tsohling, cabi-
net maker N'Iike Irlanaga n, blacksmith Je ff Holtby atrd

wood artist Bruce Schlvager.
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Continued from
page 54

So1i, Bellevue interior
designer Pamela Pearce,
local artisans, artists,
landscape designers
and Whidbey contrac-
tors Dennis Kamera and
Greg Gilles to help them
design, build and furnish
their iight- and art-filled
home.

The Bodines were
hands-on clients, buYing
modern furniture and
lighting from around the
country and Italy, studY-
ing Japanese-design
books and ptrotting the
garden. "Norm and
Danielle were adamant
about simplicity," saYs

architect Soli. "With
them it was alwaYs
less." The result is a sim-
ple aesthetic, defined
by Japanese post-and-
beam construction and
expanses of glass. "It's
defi niteiy a very Personal
expression of their wide
range of tastes," saYs

Pearce of the EuroPean
Continued on Page 58 >
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The Bocline honrc, high on a Whidbey Islantl bluff, faces west to shLpping lanes, sunsets cnd the Olympic Mountoins

The watet. side of the house features crponses ofglass a nd ten qces ta oPen the hause to Lhc ligltt artd tiew

VISION WITH
A VIEW

Continued from page 55

frLrnituLe mixcd u,rth Japanese anli(lues.
.l(1 k C, rmirr \rt,jtnrt. ( lt,ttr'., lr,ttitt
cntrv and hilncl-carvcd front cloor

When thc' Ilodincs bought thc Pnrper ty
thl cc years ago, if had a pond, l cmnlnts
of a gar clen, and an old l'torLsc. r,r'hich
thcy clca.cd awa)' l)y donating it fo lhe
rulLr,'rncr fr, (l, r\jrlrr( nr r',t pt..(t ('
burns Tlic gardcn uJas overgrorl,n rvith
lhoclodendrons, but Nofrr. u'lio took Lrp

gardcning in Detl oit as strcss relief fr orrr
work, was entl'rLlscd aboLlt the wild sct-
ting aDd ycal round outdoor climate
He took a pruning class from Portl:rnd
Japancse garden expert M as ayrt ki
Mizuno, and promptlv hired l\,lizuno to
come help with the new garden.

Bcfore the house was built, they exca-
vated a watercoLlrse and huge pond,
edging with boulders conrributed from
a neighboring propel ry. Landscape
designer Dianne Iverson planned lhe
terraces wjth magnificent watcr views,
rockeries and stone steps, and Norm
starred planring. Mondo grass, florv-
ering cherries and apricots, pines and
hamboo all \el lhe serene tone for fhe

Continued on page 60 >
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PURCHASE BEAUTIFUI

SYMPHONYT DoUBLE HoNEYcoMn

Crrruran SHADES AT

I-IP TO 75% W SAVINGS.
ALSO ENJOY A FREE UPGRqDE FOR

DuoFoLD Top Doun-Borron Up oR THE

OMNI-fusE"' Cor".'r t"-uous Ctlttll

Loop Srsrr\l] OR cHoosL SIIA\GRI-LA'

Srir-tR HORIZONTAL WINDo\\ SIlADIr"cs 
^T

UP TO 55% W SAVINGS
NIIIL]] YOU ENJOY A FREE UPGRADE

FRo\1 A 2" \'A\E TO A 3" VANL!
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Pierce & S.Sn0homish & Everett N.Sn0homish

1555 NW Nrlarkel 7gg0 LearyWay, Redmond 700S 3rd St Renton Kitsao Counties 201 01 44lh Ave Iv., Lynnwood & Skag it Co unties 1 429 N Slate St , Bellinq ham 381 1 E spragLre
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Seattle Eastside South King

8t7-777-8577
t,uwv,/, f rc e i n h a n e. c 0 tn

Whatcom County Spokane
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'rrl dual-furl design
classi c Aga styl,ing!

k. and excepf ional cooking performance make

n.rl cooking range ro asPire to.

Homes and (jardens os one of the best kitchen

' o-4 scrics olfers four electric ovens: a conventional

,r.rrnatrle convection oven, a simmering oven and

\ t,$ e - of - the- drt cerarnic broiler -

' . -.rl sas burners, including

. :::t tok burner, rhe Aga

t rrilnning color.s.

.' :rcrs n'ill tesrify, once you've owned an Aga it's hard

-.. Lrt ()ne. To experience the anwzins Aga first hmtd,

Hmne E Hearth, 'nvhete we've been selling Aga

986.

THE Fiteplace & Stove Stotel

5eattle 5333 Ballard Ave. NW, Ballard

(206) 783-91 1 5 - Toll Free (888) 783-91 1 5

,;6s'.1:75 Woodinville-Redmond Rd., Woodinville
(125) 486-9286 - Toll Free (877) 486-9286

'lrearth.com Open M-F 9:30am-6pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm

The home's calm,
cool aesthetic con-

tinues down the
hoII into the mas-

ter suite, where
shoji screens con

be slid shut for
prLvocy.

USION WITH
AVTEW

Continued from page 58

house, which was designed to harmonize
with the garden as well as the quintessen-
tial Northwest site.

"It's a wildly exposed site," says Soli,
where the weather blows in from the south-
west. His challenge lay in providing all the
lisht the Bodines w still mak-
ing a sturdy house. time, big,
old evergreens dict the house
could be. His task was made easier by the
property's total privacy and a wide-open
shoi at world-class scenery. The shape of
the finished structure, stretched along the
high bluff like a relaxed cat, gives every
main room a vast view of the water.

Soli credits the project's success to deci-
sive clients who knew what they wanted
and stayed true to it throughout construc-
tion. While exquisitely finished, the house
never overpowers the magnificent site, nor
its furnishings and art collection. "I had a

vision of this thing," says Norm of his Japa-
nese garden, a remark that applies equally
to all that has been created. @

Valerie Euton is a Seottle fteelance writer ond
contributing editor for Horticulntre magazine' Her
e-mail aildress is valeaston@comcmt'net. Benjamin
Benschneider is aPacific Northwest magazine staff
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